
April 28th, 2024 
 
Clarissa Slater 
3645 State Route 4 
Bucyrus, OH 44820 
 
Bucyrus City Council 
500 S Sandusky Ave. 
Bucyrus, OH 44820 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 

I am wriƟng to express my deep concerns about the business dealings of Mr. Kurt Fankhauser, 
the proprietor of Wavelinc, LLC, and its relaƟonship with the City of Bucyrus. It has been confirmed that 
Bucyrus City has no wriƩen agreement about any of Mr. Fankhauser's business relaƟonships regarding 
his business, Wavelinc, and the City of Bucyrus, per the emailed records requests I have submiƩed. 
However, it has come to this ciƟzen’s knowledge that Mr. Fankhauser has installed Wavelinc as the new 
city internet and phone service provider. As you may know, a service or goods may be donated to the city 
by a city official if it passes four means tests per the Ohio Ethics Commission. The first test is necessity. 
The Internet is an essenƟal service, so it passes the first test. Second, the goods and services provided 
are a conƟnuance and/or cannot be found at a lower cost. We will not find someone giving free internet 
to the city. So again, it passes this test. Requirement three is that Mr. Fankhauser’s business treats the 
city as well as his other customers or beƩer. We can presume that this is true. The last test is that he 
officially discloses his interest in securing a contract; if the contract didn’t exist before his term, he does 
not parƟcipate in the deliberaƟons or discussions of securing said contract. This test is not passed.  

The contract is not wriƩen down. It was an undisclosed verbal contract between Mr. Fankhauser 
and Mr. Truka. Because of this, the public had no input or opinion to provide if they agreed or disagreed 
with the contract, as it did not go through the proper channels of being voted on as legislaƟon. However, 
it has come to this ciƟzen’s aƩenƟon that new cameras are being uƟlized on public lands owned and 
operated by Mr. Fankhauser’s company, Wavelinc. Therefore, Mr. Fankhauser is directly benefiƟng by 
receiving free services from the city in exchange for his services to the city. Mr. Fankhauser has 
adverƟsed on his company’s Facebook page that new cameras are available at Millennial Park. Millennial 
Park is not public land; however, the light poles that the cameras aƩach to access Millennial Park are 
public land. It states in the RC. 2921.42, that Mr. Fankhauser cannot benefit from or adverƟse the 
donaƟon.  Mr. Fankhauser is in clear violaƟon since he is adverƟsing on his Facebook page that he is 
donaƟng the service. He is also adverƟsing Millennial Park on his Wavelinc page.  

In addiƟon, per the last ruling of the Ohio Ethics Commission, Mr. Fankhauser cannot do any of 
the following: “R.C. 2921.42(A)(l) and R.C. 102.03(D) prohibit Mr. Fankhauser from parƟcipaƟng in the 
deliberaƟons and discussions of the City Council in any maƩer that would affect Wavelinc's financial 
interests. For example, Mr. Fankhauser will be prohibited from: 
• Using his unique access to City personnel to influence them to select Wavelinc 
for any new lease or secure a modificaƟon to the terms of the current Agreement; 
• Using his unique access to City informaƟon that pertain to compeƟtors; 
• Securing favorable treatment for Wavelinc, such as expedited approval of invoices 
and payments;” 
 
 



According to that OEC opinion, he is also not permiƩed to do the following: “R.C. 102.03(A)(l) 
prohibits him from represenƟng Wavelinc before the City, or any state or local public agency in Ohio, on 
maƩers in which he has personally parƟcipated as City Council President.” On mulƟple occasions, he has 
spoken directly to the full council and commiƩees as Wavelinc’s proprietor. 

He bypassed the city council and used his unique posiƟon as Council President to gain access to 
Mayor Truka to secure a verbal contract violaƟng both R.C. 102.03(A)(I) and R.C. 102.03(D). He also has 
used his unique access to City informaƟon that pertains to his compeƟtors, OmniFiber and Brightspeed, 
to aƩempt to slow down installaƟon for his compeƟtor in the March 5, 2024, city council meeƟng. He 
gave his direct input, quesƟoning Mr. Gernert. “Could the city sƟpulate on the permit that you can only 
have so many machines working simultaneously?” Mr. Gernert replied that they could. Mr. Fankhauser 
stated, “So you could slow them down that way.” Mr. Fankhauser may not intend ill will for his 
compeƟtors and may only be looking to protect city resources. However, he directly violates the ethics 
commission’s sƟpulaƟons on interference with his compeƟtors. Despite his direct conflict of interest, he 
presided over the meeƟng and did not recuse himself. Mr. Fankhauser used his favorable posiƟon on the 
council to expedite a verbal agreement/contract between himself and Mr. Truka and circumvent the 
council’s authority to draŌ a lease/agreement for public land use. By doing so, he has also violated the 
procedures above.  

Given these circumstances, I demand that Mr. Fankhauser immediately recuse himself from 
conversaƟons regarding OmniFiber and Brightspeed. I also demand he cease represenƟng himself as 
Wavelinc’s proprietor during council meeƟngs, given the opinion previously rendered by the OEC. I also 
insist that he reports his transgressions to the Ohio Ethics Commission. Furthermore, I call for removing 
all cameras and signal boosters/dishes/antennas from city land and for all Wi-Fi, internet, phones, and 
any other business dealings involving Wavelinc to cease unƟl the Ohio Ethics Commission forms an 
updated opinion. We must ensure the safety and security of ciƟzens’ informaƟon through proper 
advisement from applicable governing agencies (such as ODAS.) I also demand that Mr. Fankhauser’s 
company, Wavelinc, go through the appropriate channels to obtain lease agreements for the city 
streetlight poles, the use of the city-owned towers/antennas, and any other public property/land. I also 
call for a contract to ensure an ethical and secure internet and phone supply to the city compliant with 
all local, state, and federal policies/guidelines and for that agreement to be voted on by the full council. 
In that agreement, I call for Mr. Fankhauser’s company, Wavelinc, to follow all policies, procedures, and 
guidelines set forth by the Ohio Department of AdministraƟve Services Ohio InformaƟon Technology 
division to ensure that all ciƟzen data on the city’s network is adequately protected and that Mr. 
Fankhauser cannot readily access ciƟzens’ protected data, private idenƟfiable informaƟon (social 
security number, medical informaƟon, tax filing informaƟon, etc.)  I also call for Mr. Fankhauser to 
subject himself to any punishments if he is found of any wrongdoing: ethical violaƟons, violaƟon of any 
ordinances, laws, or policies/procedures outlined by the City of Bucyrus/State of Ohio/US Government, 
and to apologize to the ciƟzens of Bucyrus for his lack of transparency. I urge the City of Bucyrus to file 
misfeasance charges against Mr. Fankhauser due to his apparent violaƟon of the Ohio Ethics 
Commission’s previous opinion and the guidelines set forth. If those charges are affirmed, I call for Mr. 
Fankhauser to resign as Bucyrus City Council President and for Wavelinc to be permanently banned from 
supplying services to the City of Bucyrus.  

Thank you for your Ɵme and aƩenƟon to these pressing maƩers. I trust that you will take the 
necessary acƟons to address these concerns. I have included the evidence of my findings with this leƩer. 
 
Respecƞully,  
 
 
Clarissa Slater 



The following ciƟzens affirm my leƩer to the council. 
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